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 Letter to Ministers and Committee, Highlights and Overview


 Priorities identified and recommended to:

- Kevin Stewart MSP, Minister for Local Government and Housing

- Bob Doris MSP, Convenor of Local Government and Communities Committee

- Scottish Parliament Local Government and Communities Committee


 - The formation of Local Place Plans and the extent to which they are taken into account

   and are able to influence the design and implementation of Local Development,

   Regional Development and National Development Plans should be further strengthened.

 - There should also be availability and provision of support to communities,

   Community Councils, Community Groups, Communities of Interest and others in preparing

   these Local Place Plans.

 - Greater duty on both Local Authorities and Developers in not only passively taking

  account of Local Place Plans, but also to take part on pro-active and sustained

  engagement with communities on their design and incorporation.

 - The Community Council Forum and its Planning Sub-Group have been particularly

  active in supporting this process by providing an overview of planning issues

  and priorities for future development that communities wish to see, including

  meeting with Planning Officers and community workshops. There should be more of this

  kind of of engagement from Local Authorities and Planning Departments in an ongoing

  way, as well as during specific consultation times.

- There should be a stronger Review and Appeals process for the Local Place Plans,

  to safeguard and provide a route of check and balance where communities and / or 

  community groups feel that the Local Place Plans produced have not been taken as fully

  into account as they can and should be.

 - The views expressed, experiences shared and priorities brought forward should be taken

  account, responded to and acted upon in ways that make a meaningful difference.

  This is particularly true in the Planning System, as we must ensure that we take

  all of this information on board including but not limited to 'Material Considerations'.

 - This information could then be shared with Local Authority departments, Public Services,

  Community Planning Partners etc who are then able to act upon issues and take forward

  priorities identified by communities in support of each other.

 - There is already a fundamental change taking place throughout Scotland building on the

  Community Empowerment Act and other legislation of supporting our communities to be all

  the more informed and empowered and in doing so, creating a fairer,

  more equal and inclusive democracy and society.

Already in Aberdeen, in the surrounding region we can already we can see evidence of

communities feeling more confident in raising issues of concern and speaking to what they

would like to see for the future.

There is the potential for this to be further supported by a Planning Bill which looks not

only to reflect but also to encourage, to harness and support the vibrancy, aspirations,

character and strength of our communities.

The Planning Bill must speak to and support this much more strongly.
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