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Information request and questions put forward by Jonathan Smith.

Responses received from Environmental Team, Communities Housing and Infrastructure, Aberdeen City Council.
_

Information and response to questions:

The theme of air quality has been of some concern to many communities throughout the city as there is believed to  still certain areas with some of the highest concentration of pollutants and emissions nationally and in Europe.
 
- If there would be any further updates available from the time of the report, including outputs from model scenario testing?

Yes, there is an update report going to the Council meeting of 11 December.  It doesn’t really say much, but I was instructed to provide a report.  The modelling is slowly progressing.  The 2012 and 2017 traffic count data has now been uploaded and compared and shows a significant reduction at most of the continuous monitoring sites.  This is not surprising given the economic situation and will have contributed to the lower annual average nitrogen dioxide (NO2) and particulate (PM10) concentrations recorded over the period.  Further updates will be provided as the works progress.

- If there has been any initial discussions with NHS Grampian toward health appraisal, or with business partners and bodies toward managing and mitigating potential economic impacts.

Not yet, however we will need to work with NHS over the coming year and beyond.  I’ve had recent communication with the NHS Health and Transport Action Plan Manager (the HTAP is a joint NHS/NESTRANs funded group that aims to improve health through transport management).  Health and economic impacts, including the impact on businesses will be considered as part of the LEZ feasibility study process.  There would be an extensive consultation process should the LEZ feasibility study indicate it would be appropriate to introduce an LEZ in Aberdeen, however engagement with businesses would commence at an early stage. 

- If there would be the opportunity for Aberdeen to develop recommendations developed at and a local level and focusing on city priorities, that could be shared and put forward to Scottish Government and CAFS (Cleaner Air for Scotland) colleagues in advance, or to coincide with guidance being received form Scottish Government and CAFS?

The modelling work will help identify the main contributors to the poor air quality in the different road links, this could perhaps link to the development of local policies.  We are working towards the feasibility study even although there is currently no specific guidance available.  I sit on a CAFS working group and the general feasibility study process is being discussed at the group.





- If there would be any information available on what measurements or regulations will be in place either at a local level with the Council's Environmental Team, or in partnership with national agencies such as SEPA to monitor the air quality around and emissions from the proposed Energy from Waste facility?

There are no specific regulations enforced by the Council with regards to the Energy from Waste facility, although, at the request of the local community council, we have installed 5 NO2 diffusion tubes at Tullos Primary School, Torry Academy, Tullos Hill, Cove Allotments and Pentland Close.  Background pollution levels are low and the modelling undertaken as part of the planning process indicated there is no risk of exceedances of the air quality objectives in the area, with the exception of Wellington Road where there are existing exceedances due to road traffic emissions.  SEPA is responsible for issuing the permit for the facility and a strict design and monitoring regime will be necessary before a permit is authorised.

- If there is any anticipated changes to local guidance that could arise as a result of further devolved powers to Scottish Government or as a result from the UK's potential withdrawal from the European Union, in particular in connection with the targets of emission zones?

The Scottish Government has indicated it’s commitment to improving air quality and the introduction of LEZs where appropriate.  The information available to date has implied that withdrawal from the EU will have no impact on actions being taken.

Lastly, in reference to the extract from the report of:
 
' - 5.1 If Aberdeen is not adopted as a LEZ, Aberdeen City Council will still have a duty

to meet the air quality objectives through the implementation of the Air Quality Action Plan 2011 and other Council initiatives such as the City Centre Master Plan.' 

- If there would be any information available on what other Council initiatives could be included, and next steps involved in meeting this duty and objective?

The Council is already taking forward transportation measures such as the AWPR, Haudagain roundabout and Berryden improvements which should reduce traffic flow and/or reduce congestion and/or exposure in areas of raised pollution levels.  There is also investment in promoting cleaner vehicles, improved walking and cycling, increased awareness and information signage.  The Masterplan in particular sets out proposed actions to reduce City Centre traffic, including the partial pedestrianisation of Union St.  Should an LEZ not be implement we will require to demonstrate to the Scottish Government how other actions will improve air quality.
 

Thanks for your email concerning the above.  It is reassuring to learn that Community Council’s and communities are becoming increasingly aware of air quality issues and actions that may be implemented to reduce levels.  One of the purpose of the Scottish Government’s Cleaner Air For Scotland strategy is to improve communications and engage with communities, informing of the actions being taken forward at a national level and improve awareness both of the health impacts of poor air quality and actions that can be taken by individuals, businesses and other agencies. 
-
