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Information request and questions put forward by Jonathan Smith.

Responses received from Air Quality Team, Directorate for Environment and Forestry, Environmental Quality Division, Scottish Government.
_

Information and response to questions:

The theme of air quality has been of some concern to many communities throughout the city as there is believed to  still certain areas with some of the highest concentration of pollutants and emissions nationally and in Europe.

- If there would be any updates that could be shared from the Communications Group toward coordination of air quality messaging and collaborative opportunities amongst CAPF partner organisations and where all citizens are well informed, engaged and empowered to improve our air quality. Also, if there would be any updates toward thenational air quality public awareness campaign?
 
We are currently in the process of engaging Environmental Protection Scotland http://www.ep-scotland.org.uk/ to take over the development of the communications strategy and hope to be in a position to report in more detail on this early in 2018.
 
- If there will be the opportunity to consult with community bodies and groups such as Community Councils and other community groups, over the course of the strategy's development?
 
I envisage that this will be possible.
 
- If there would be any updates on the development of the NMF (National Modelling Framework) and Local Groups focusing on air quality, in particular Aberdeen and North-East Local Group?
 
The NMF models for the four big cities are all nearing completion and are expected to be available in the first part of 2018.  Local groups are in the process of being established for each city.  A national four cities steering group has also been established which will be chaired by the Cabinet Secretary for the Environment, Climate Change & Land Reform, and the Minister for Transport & the Islands.  Aberdeen City Council has nominated Eric Owens, Head of Planning & Sustainable Development, to represent the Council on this group.
 
- If it is possible and indeed suitable to share whether there has already been or expected to be in the future an increased and evidenced recognition by Health Boards and / or Local Authorities of the potential impact and benefits of improving air quality as a priority, in response to discussions and raising of awareness that has take place so far?
 
The next update of Joint Health Protection Plans is due in 2018.  Health Protection Scotland will be contacting all Health Boards to remind them of the requirement in CAFS for air quality to be taken into account as part of these updates.
 
- If there are any updates that could be shared on the progress of the  Air Pollution and Health Group in identifying opportunities and raising the profile of air pollution as a public health issue with the wider membership of the SHPN, and how this information can be used locally to inform awareness and steer local initiatives aimed at reducing the burden of health impacts associated with air pollution?
 
There is nothing specific to report here.  The Air Pollution and Health Group met on 8thNovember and I could share the minutes of this meeting with you once they are available (subject to the agreement of Health Protection Scotland).
 
- If the report from the COMEAP (Committee on Medical Effects of Air Pollutants) on the extensive reviews of evidence of the health impact of exposure to Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) to complement the previous work in particulates would yet be available, as scheduled to be published during this year of 2017?
 
I understand that the recommendations from the report are still being finalised, but the intention remains to publish the report before the end of 2017.
 
- If there has been the oportunity to review existing documents including guidance for Regional Transport Partnerships and Local Authorities to align with the aims of CAFS, in advance and compliment to Ministers' review of NTS (National Transport Strategy)?
 
This process is ongoing but there is nothing specific to report.
 
- If there would be any updated from the porposed 2017 Workshop looking at links with the review of the Scottish Planning System, and consideration of air quality in LDPs (Local Developments Plans) and other policies. Also, if there is likely to be a Placemaking Group recommended to take recommendations forward, such as with Place Standard Tool?

-
We are currently in the process of commissioning a piece of work which will consider how the Place Standard Tool can be adapted to take into account the requirements of CAFS. We hope to be able to report on progress with this in the first part of 2018.

It is entirely possible that much of the questions that have come forward are planned to be included in the next annual update of CAFS, however any updates or information that could be shared between now and then I believe would be of great reassurance to many of the communities who are following the developments.
As you suggest, these points will be covered in more detail as part of the 2018 annual update.
-

