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Dear all,

The Aberdeen Community Council Forum supports the work of Community Councils throughout the city of Aberdeen and works to make sure that the voice of the city's communities are represented as fully and thoroughly as possible in all matters which will have an effect on the lives of its citizens and which affect the city as a whole.

The Aberdeen Civic Forum compliments this by providing a forum for discussion, further advocacy and mechanism of guidance and support for its members and constituent groups, including raising of issues to be addressed and promoting the priorities of communities to the Community Planning Partnership and other identified partners.



Planning Bill - Community Empowerment Participation:

There is strong support in communities in Aberdeen and throughout the North-East toward the potential for increased community participation in the Planning process, as recommended by the proposed Planning Bill that is currently being considered.

In particular, there is support for the requirement introduced through the 'Local Place Plans' of taking greater account of the views and experiences of our communities in a way which respects the voices that bring these views forward and values the content of what our communities have to say.

 - We recommend that the formation of Local Place Plans and the extent to which they are taken into account by and influence the design and implementation of Local Development Plans should be further strengthened by the provision of support in their preparation.

This would be particularly beneficial for those groups and even individual who currently find challenges in engaging with and making their voice and views heard in the Planning system, and would also ensure that as many of those in our communities as possible would feel and be more empowered to take part.

 - We also recommend that there should be greater duty on both Local Authorities and Developers in not only taking account of these Local Place Plans, but also to take part in a process of sustained engagement in their design and incorporation.

At this current time, Community Councils and a number of Community Groups throughout Aberdeen and the North-East are preparing responses to the Local Development Plan and Strategic Development Plan.

The Community Council Forum's Planning Sub-Group has been supporting this process by providing an overview of planning issues and priorities and this has included meeting with Planning Officers and community workshops in a city-wide as well as regional capacity.





These conversations and workshops are instrumentally supported by even the concept of Local Place Plans and the concept of a more inclusive and participative Planning system, as considered by the Planning Bill.


 - It is therefore equally important that whether through the legislation of the Bill or subsequent Guidance issued by Government, there is a stronger requirement for the extent to which these Local Place Plans are taken into account throughout the process, including review of appeals process.

There a number of Representatives from both the Community Council Forum and Civic Forum who are already encouraging these Officers, Departments, Community Planning Partners and other stakeholders to consider how they can take greater account of what our communities have to say. 

 - We believe there is the potential for views that are expressed and priorities that are identified through the Planning Process to be shared with other departments and partners such as Community Planning and the same to be shared in return ensuring that the views communities take the time to consult on and bring forward are promoted and shared in ways that can make a difference.
-

Already in Aberdeen, in the surrounding region and perhaps throughout the country we can already we can see evidence of communities feeling more confident in speaking to what they would like to see for the future.

For this to be inspired already so strongly by even the proposal of the Planning Bill provides us with evidence, if any were needed of the keen interest and strong enthusiasm throughout our communities to give so much of their time, energy, experiences and expertise in helping to create a more positive and hopeful future for generations to come.

There is already a fundamental change taking place throughout Scotland building on the Community Empowerment Act and other legislation of supporting our communities to be all the more informed and empowered and in doing so, creating a fairer, more equal and inclusive democracy and society.

There is the potential for this to be further supported by a Planning Bill which looks not only to reflect but also to encourage, to harness and support the vibrancy, aspirations, character and strength of our communities.

-

I would also like to thank both the Minister for Local Government and Housing and Convenor of the Scottish Parliament's Local Government and Communities Committee for taking the time to review previous recommendations, accompanying responses to each occasion of correspondence and continued consideration.

As always, if there is any more information that would be helpful for us to share or support that could be offered by the  Aberdeen Community Council Forum and Aberdeen Civic Forum in bringing forward views and securing engagement and consultation with communities on this or any other future matters you are very welcome to get in contact.




Yours sincerely,


 Jonathan Aitken McLeod Smith,
  Chairperson

 - on behalf of Aberdeen Community Council Forum, and Aberdeen Civic Forum


-
