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Information request and questions put forward by Jonathan Smith.

Responses received from Aberdeen City Council.
_

Information and response to questions:

Dear Mr Smith,
 
Further to my email below, I have now received the information required from colleagues to help me respond to each of your queries. Please find responses to each of the points raised below:
 
- If there will continue to be opportunities for students, teachers, teaching staff, parents and guardians, the wider community and key community groups such as the Community Council to remain engaged as schools open and transport routes are made use of?
There will be opportunities for the whole community to be involved and to express their views, both through our informal engagement activities and at the formal statutory consultation stage, when new schools are planned or when changes are made to the location of schools and / or school catchment areas. The Council will continue to listen to the views of parents, teachers, pupils and the community going forward with regards to the transport arrangements at the new schools. It is always helpful if this information is fed back to the Council from organisations (e.g. Parent Council/ Community Council), so that teams can respond more effectively to the queries raised.
 
- If further assessments are scheduled to be carried out to assess whether the cost implications of identified modes of travel, such as bus use does not inadvertently render a hidden cost of being able to access education?
The cost implications of any proposal will always be studied carefully, and presented as part of the business case, prior to any final decision being taken on whether a proposal should be implemented.

Also, further studies of whether there are measures available that could help to alleviate any financial burdens of traveling to and from schools, particularly for students? 
Where officers or staff in schools become aware of schemes at a national or local level which may assists families, then information about these will be made widely available to parents.

- If further assessments are scheduled to be carried out to assess whether and if the identified routes to and from community residences and schools are being used in the ways that have been predicted and forecast in modelling?
Studies of the routes to schools which are used by pupils will be undertaken initially after the opening of new schools, and thereafter through the school travel planning process, which is undertaken by each individual school.


- If further assessments are scheduled to be carried out as to whether there are any changes to the adequacy of safety for those, particularly children, who are expected and encouraged to make use of pedestrian routes and links?
The Council’s Road Safety Team will periodically review the behaviours of those travelling on the network around schools and will liaise with Police Scotland and the Safety Camera Partnership when required.
 
- If such assessments identify a safety concern, recommended adaptation or alternation is required, whether this can be expedited in the interests of ensuring public safety while still going through democratic and diligence requirements but without being bound to budget or committee cycles?
Each road safety concern will be reviewed, quantified and if immediate action is required, appropriate measures, either temporary or permanent, will be implemented. There are a number of budgets that are available for use, dependant on the issue to be resolved.
